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TIPS FOR FAMILY BOOK CLUB:

As you discuss Red together, think about how the author uses a traditional story to explore new themes, and how you 

might react to the situations the characters find themselves in. Keep in mind that books stretch our ideas about “how the 

world is supposed to be” and help prepare us for the unexpected.

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

1. Although this story focuses on Red, the author refers to many other fairy tales. How many did you recognize?

2. Red is both fascinated by and scared of her magic abilities. Why? Share examples of the effects of using magic in Red.
 

3. Granny tells Red that fear, not magic, is what causes trouble. Do you agree? How did fear affect Red? When have you  

 been afraid? How have you dealt with your fears?

4. Who is Goldie? What do you know about her from the story? How are she and Red similar and different? 

5. Things are never quite what they seem in this story — beautiful water sprites are dangerous, witches are good, and  

 wolves are more helpful than dangerous. Why do you think the author wrote these characters this way?

6. At one point, Red remembers that “Granny said there were always at least two sides to any story, if not a dozen”  

 (page 133). What does that mean? How does that idea play out in the book?

7. Red makes some unlikely friendships throughout her journey. Discuss and compare her friendships with Goldie, Wolf,  

 and Borlen.

8. Goldie encourages Red to use her magic by saying “Some mistakes need to be made. Sometimes we have to fall  

 down before we can stand up” (page 64). Do you agree? Why is practice important? Are there things you are good at  

 because you practice?
 

9. The Well Witch, Red, the Beast, and the Huntsman are all afraid of death. The dwarves and Granny, however, seem  

 more accepting of their fates. What does Red learn about death during her journey with Goldie? What did you learn?  

 What do you think of the choices some characters made to try to avoid death?
 

10. “Life is like a story. It doesn’t mean anything if it doesn’t end” (page 197). What did Beast mean by that? What did  

 you think of Red’s ending?


