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TIPS FOR FAMILY BOOK CLUB:

A Poem for Peter is not just about how Ezra Jack Keats came to write the story of a little boy on a snowy day, it’s also 

about pursuing dreams in the face of adversity and making sure the diversity of our real-life experiences is reflected in 

the books we read. When you talk about Ezra Jack Keats’s life and Peter’s story, talk with each other not just about the 

narratives themselves, but also about the historical context of both. What made Keats’s work so important and where do 

we see his legacy today?

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION:

1. This is a book about a young man who dreams of being an artist, but encounters a lot of obstacles on his way to  

 achieving that dream. What was Ezra’s dream, and who helped him pursue it? What stood in his way?

2. Ezra showed artistic talent from an early age and found a way to turn his talent into a career. What are your talents?  

 How do you think you could use them when you grow up?
 

3. Ezra’s parents both contributed to his success. How did they do that? How have your parents helped you achieve  

 something you wanted to achieve?

4. What was the Great Depression and how did it affect Ezra? Do you have any living relatives who remember the  

 Great Depression? (If so, interview them and find out what they remember!)

5. Why did Ezra change his name?

6. Where do you live? In a city, the suburbs, or the country? Can you think of picture books that are set in those  

 different places?

7. Why do you think it’s important that Ezra wrote a picture book with an African-American boy in it? When you look at  

 picture books today, do you see characters of all different backgrounds?

8. What does diversity mean to you?
 

9. This book is written as a poem. How did you feel about that format? Did it make it easier or harder for you to  

 understand the story? Why do you think the author chose to write in verse?
 

10. How do you think the narrator felt about Ezra Jack Keats and A Snowy Day? How come?


